
Doing a
Summer 
Project?

If you are a student working with a mentor or headed for a Regulated Research 
Institution (RRI) to gain valuable experience during the summer months, you 
may be planning to enter a project in the upcoming Championship.

Important things to know:

1. Your mentor or the PI of the lab where you are working should read the ISEF Rules and 
Guidelines before you begin. Projects may “fail to qualify” if the PI does not understand 
that ISEF rules are more stringent than those for NIH etc.

2. We accept RRI projects only from students in grades 9-12 with the proviso that they 
were working legally at the RRI.

3. Certain application forms require dated signatures or institutional documents before 
experimentation. For a summer project, use the 2026-2027 forms here (pages 29-45):

4. The forms that are required for your specific project may be determined by using the 
Rules Wizard on the ISEF website.

5. If you are using a proprietary data set (one that is not publicly available) then your 
project is considered an RRI.

6. You may present only the work you have done yourselffor an individual project.

7. All the students on a team project must be eligible for the Championship; check 
eligibility here. This means that your lab partner(s) must attend school in Santa Clara 
County.

8. All high school students will need to have a teacher from their high school sponsor 
their project. The only exception is for homeschooled students.

https://student.societyforscience.org/international-rules-pre-college-science-research
https://student.societyforscience.org/international-rules-pre-college-science-research
https://sspcdn.blob.core.windows.net/files/Documents/SEP/ISEF/2026/Rules/Book.pdf
https://ruleswizard.societyforscience.org/
https://ruleswizard.societyforscience.org/
https://science-fair.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/Eligibility-logic-diagram-2019-09-09.pdf

